
ISSUE 13 VOLUME 8  

 COUNTY OBSERVANCES OF 

THANKSGIVING DAY………...1 

IN HER SHOES……...…....3 

notes 
Greetings 
As we celebrate all we are thankful for with our loved ones 
next week, we should also take the time to lend a hand to 
those who may need it. In this issue I have highlighted some 
great volunteer opportunities and non-profits to support.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving.  

Community 

DPZ Regulations Assessment Public Meeting  
Clarion Associates will present their current assessment for 
Columbia residents, business, and property owners that will 
focus on New Town zoning, the predominant zone in Columbia 
on Tuesday, November 28, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the Health 
Sciences Building First Floor, HCC. 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to solicit input from residents 
and stakeholders who may be affected by potential changes in 
the New Town zoning regulations and to inform and educate 
residents and stakeholders about emerging practices that may 
improve the county’s ability to achieve its planning goals for 
Columbia.  
 
For more information regarding this meeting please contact 
Julia Boone via email or call 410-313-4342.  
 

Giving Tuesday 
Are you already preparing for Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
shopping after Thanksgiving? Think about participating in Giving 
Tuesday on November 28. Giving Tuesday is a national 
movement dedicated to researching organizations and non 
profits around your area. Browse the Giving Tuesday website to 
find organizations you might like to support near you like Girls 
on the Run, Howard County Autism Society, Bridges to Housing 
Stability, and many more.  
 
Think about helping others through your time, donations, 
goods, or your voice this coming Tuesday by joining the Giving 
Tuesday movement. 
 

 UPCOMING GRASSROOTS 
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Thanksgiving Closings 
Government offices, courts, 
animal shelter, community 
centers, athletic centers, 
activity rooms, historic sites, 
50+ centers, and Alpha Ridge 
Landfill will be closed for the 
Thanksgiving holiday on 

Thursday November 23. There will be no trash, recycling, 
yard trim or food scrap pick-up on Thanksgiving Day; the 
County’s “slide” schedule will be in effect. The landfill and 
county parks will re-oprn on Friday, November 24, however, 
County Government offices, courts, 50+ cetners, historic 
sites, and animal shelter will remain closed.  
 
The Regional Transportation Agency (RTA) buses will not run 
on Thursday, November 23, but will resume a regular 
weekday schedule on Friday, November 24. For more 
information on RTA, call 1-800-270-9553 or visit 
www.transitrta.com.  
 
The 9-1-1 Center, Police, and Fire departments will remain 
staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For emergencies, 
call 9-1-1. for non-emergencies, please call 410-313-2200.  
 
County offices will re-open at regular business hours on 
Monday, November 27.  

mailto:jboone@howardcountymd.gov
https://www.givingtuesday.org/
http://www.gotrcentralmd.org
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Upcoming Grassroots Events 
Grassroots provides the county’s only emergency shelter and 
24-hour crisis intervention services. Professional crisis 
counselors staff Grassroots’ 24 hour hotline; see walk-in clients 
in need of immediate counseling; and operate the Mobile 
Crisis Team, which responds with the police to community 
emergencies. Grassroots also manages the county’s 
emergency shelter for men, women, and families who are 
homeless. To learn more about Grassroots, please visit their 
website. 
 
Holiday Food and Wine Tasting  

Whole Foods Market of Columbia is 
hosting a Holiday Food and Wine 
Tasting for women on Monday, 
November 27, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. to 
benefit Grassroots. The event will 

include an update by Executive Director Ayesha Holmes on 
Grassroots shelter services and suicide prevention efforts.  
 
The fundraiser will feature Whole Foods’ holiday catering 
menu and Decanter Fine Wines. Tickets are $65. For more 
information, visit the event website.  
 
Breakfast with Santa 
Santa will visit with youngsters and their families on Saturday, 
December 2 and 9, 8:00  -  9:30 a.m. at Seasons 52 at the Mall 
in Columbia. Santa will go around and chat with attendees at 
their tables. Breakfast will include scrambled eggs, bacon, 
French toast sticks, fruit, juice, milk and coffee. Tickets are $15. 
Make reservations by following this link.  
 
Donate 
I you are unable to make these events, please consider 
donating to Grassroots. Take a moment to read the 2017 
holiday wish list. Wish list donated items need to be delivered 
by Wednesday, December 13 at 6700 Freetown Road in 
Columbia. Thank you in advance for your donations.  
 

Volunteer for Neighbor Ride  
Neighbor Ride, a nonprofit transportation service dedicated to 
helping local seniors remain active, independent, and 
connected to the community, offers a fun and easy way for just 
about anyone to get involved. Volunteer drivers give seniors 
rides for health care appointments, cultural and social 
gatherings, religious services, exercise and educational 
activities, shopping, and other personal needs. Volunteers may 
choose to provide rides that fit both their schedules and are 
convenient to their homes, offices, and daily routines.  
 
Volunteer orientations are held at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday 
mornings at the Neighbor Ride office, right across the street 
from the mall (5570 Sterrett Place, Suite 102, Columbia 21044) 
and offsite orientation sessions may be arranged for groups of 
five or more. Contact Holly Waddell or Patrice Cerwonka at 
(410) 884 7433, email volunteer@neighborride.org, or go 
online for more information.  

Volunteer Opportunities 
Looking for a way to volunteer? The Volunteer Center has 
made it easier than ever to find the right opportunity for 
anyone. You can filter the search results based on location, key 
word, issue, skills, age range, availability or other criteria. Get 
started by visiting their website.  
 

Sponsor a Kid This Holiday Season 
For more than 20 years, the Howard County Police Foundation 
and Police Department have worked together to ensure that 
many of the county’s disadvantaged youth have a happy 
holiday season. Children in grades K-5 who are often homeless 
or whose families are struggling to make ends meet, are 
invited to attend a holiday party every December. Attendees 
have the opportunity to celebrate the season with officers by 
playing games and doing crafts and enjoy a nice warm meal 
together.  
 
How can you help? Give the gift of giving by sponsoring a child! 
Make an online gift or drop off new unwrapped toys, socks, 
hats or gloves to donation boxes located in several Howard 
County Police Department locations. For more information, 
please visit the website.  

 

The Dazzle Dash & Symphony of Lights  
The Dazzle Dash fun run kicks everything off for the Symphony 
of lights on November 19, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Friends and families 
gather to walk or run through the magical outdoor display of 
lights at the fun run/walk (1 mile) or the new 5K race (3.1 
miles). Come and experience the excitement as the holiday 
season begins! The Symphony of lights will open November 19 
through January 1, 2018. Don’t miss out!  
 
Symphony of Lights presents a series of special events this year 
for families, children, pets, cyclists, runners, walkers and 
members of the military. For more information, visit their 
website or call (410) 740 7666.  
 

Teen Anxiety; How to Help Your Teen 
Adolescence is a stressful time filled with academic, 
community and social pressures. To manage anxiety, teens 
must learn to practice positive emotional resiliency skills rather 
than avoiding situations that cause stress and developing 
maladaptive coping strategies.  

 
Join a workshop to discuss how to 
recognize anxiety, gain a better 
understanding on how to support your 
child on Wednesday, December 6, 
6:30 p.m. at Atholton High School.  

Learn how to communicate with your teen about their 
symptoms, and ensure you don’t perpetuate or ignore anxious 
feelings to make them worse. Take part in an open discussion 
or submit questions anonymously. 
 
For more information and to register, follow this link.  
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Mary Kay Sigaty 

mksigaty@howardcountymd.gov 
Twitter: @MaryKaySigaty 

Facebook: facebook.com/MaryKaySigaty 

Howard County Council 

3430 Courthouse Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 

(410) 313-2001 

Upcoming Events  
Wilde Lake High School  Presents Blithe Spirit 
November 16, 17, 18 ▪ 7:00 p.m. 
Wilde Lake High School 
Blithe Spirit is a play written by Nöel Coward that takes place in 
the early 1900s about an author, Charles Condomine, who 
accidentally summons the spirit of his dead wife during a 
séance and goes through quite the journey trying return her to 
the afterlife. Blithe Spirit is a play fit for all ages and is a 
wonderful way to spend your evening. To purchase tickets, 
visit this website.  
 
Collision Avoidance Training 
Saturday, November 18 ▪ 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
James N. Robey Public Safety Training Center 
Learn how to be a defensive driver by learning new techniques 
for evasive maneuvers, emergency braking, cornering, skid 
recovery, steering, acceleration and more. Participants must be 
16 - 20 years old, possess a Maryland “Class C” license, and 
have a vehicle to drive. Foer more information and to register, 
call 410-313-3758 or email Jessica Beram.  
 
Midnight Madness 
Friday, December 1 ▪ 6:00 p.m. - 12:33 a.m. 
Old Ellicott City Main Street 
Bring the family into town, visit Santa from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. at 
the log cabin, watch the tree lighting and sip hot treats while 
strolling along the picturesque historic district. For more 
information, visit the event page.  
 
Holiday Mart 
Saturday, December 2 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Gary J. Arthur Community Center  
Find seasonal gifts and merchandise created by 130+ juried 
artisans. Enjoy door prizes, horse and carriage rides, and a 
children’s craft corner. Discerning shoppers know this is the 
place to find unique, handcrafted items and home decor. For 
more information, visit this website.  

In Her Shoes 
Attend a community education workshop hosted by 
HopeWorks designed for learning about domestic violence. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to move, do, think, and 
experience the lives of women who are being abused. 
Following the simulation, attendees will explore the dynamics 
of domestic violence and hear about the mission and services 
of HopeWorks. This event is free and open to the public. For 
more information, visit HopeWorks’ website.  
 

Fight Against Hunger 
Join the Youth Council of the Howard 
County Chapter of the NAACP in serving 
the community by donating new or gently 
used clothing, toiletries for men, women 
and children and non-perishable food 

items for the Annual Fight Against Hunger Dinner on Sunday, 
November 19, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. at Ridgley’s Run Community 
Center (8400 Mission Road, Jessup).  
 
Please contact Bessie Bordenave at 443-280-1935 to donate 
items.  Thank you in advance for your commitment to our 
neighbors. 
 

Coffee Lover’s Hike, History & Tasting 
Enjoy a coffee-lovers’ morning at Robinsons 
Nature Center on Saturday, November 18 at 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m. Take a short walk through 
the woods, discover the history and ecology of 
the plant so many of us rely on every morning. 

For more information, visit this website or call 410-313-0400. 
 

Calling All Howard County Artists 
HoCo Open, the Howard County Arts Council’s popular non-
juried exhibit showcasing Howard County artists, is now an 
annual event! Howard County residents 18 years and older are 
invited to submit one piece of original artwork completed in 
the past two years or the exhibit. Art drop-off is 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, January 4 at the Howard County Center for 
the Arts (8510 High Ridge Road, Ellicott City).  
 
The Art Council will host an exhibit reception on Friday, 
January 19 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. and the exhibit will be on 
display until February 23. For more information about this 
great opportunity, call 410-313-2787 or visit this website.  
 

Hickory Ridge Craft Shop 
Shop for unique gifts from over 25 local 
artisans this Sunday, November 19, 2:00 - 
5:00 p.m. at the Hawthorn Center (6175 
Sunny Spring, Columbia). Shop through hand
-crafted items including jewelry, knitwear, 
photography, tableware, decorative items, 
and so much more. This event is free and open to the public. 
For more information call 410-313-7327 or visit this website.  
 
 

Interested in receiving a mobile 
device friendly version of the 

District 4 newsletter? 
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